INTRODUCTION
 English Language Arts skills include reading and interpretation of what is read, analytic writing, and discussion of various works. Students will read a variety of texts including poems, novels, plays, short stories, essays, and historical documents. This course engages students to become skilled readers of prose and poetry written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  
EXPECTATIONS

Very high expectations are held for every student. Success will be measured by the way learned skills are used and students will be provided with many different ways to demonstrate mastery of knowledge.

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

Respect is the foundation of society. Brownsville ISD and James Pace High School maintain this culture of respect everywhere on school grounds. The following class rules are in place so that the classroom is conducive to learning:
· Respect yourself and others.
· Be on time and prepared.
· Do your best; no heads down or refusals to work.
· No gum, phones, electronics, or cosmetics.
· Ask questions to clarify understanding.
· No unassigned reading or writing.
CONSEQUENCES

Students who do not follow the above behavioral expectations will face the following consequences. 
· verbal warning

· teacher-student conference

· phone call home
· teacher-parent conference

· administrative action
ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY


Consistent and timely attendance is crucial to success in this class. Students who choose to miss class will jeopardize their opportunity to earn credit and may be required to attend lunch detention.
GRADING, LATE ASSIGNMENTS, AND MAKE-UP WORK


See BISD District policy.

CLOSING REMARKS

It is my hope you will learn things that genuinely interest you and present you with new perspectives. I also hope that you will use some of the skills you learn in this class in other areas of your life.  You will have the chance to speak your mind; voicing your feedback and views are important to your cognitive and social development, and they are important to your classmates and your teacher. I do expect you to have the discipline, respect, curiosity, and intelligence appropriate for your age. I will do everything in my capacity as a teacher to help you achieve your goals. For this reason, I expect you to give me your very best every day.
